This study aims to reveal ways in which community centers may be maintained and managed by resident self-governing organizations through the examination of such facilities in Kawasaki. The study is conducted by means of a local survey, interviews, and literature research in order to evaluate the actual usage, main users, room configuration, and ownership of community centers.
The maintenance and management of community centers in urban areas have become more difficult in recent years as many local councils have diminished in size due to the low participation of younger generations. With a focus on the city of Kawasaki in Kanagawa Prefecture, where each and every local council sets up and runs its own community center, this study investigates the number of registered households in each local council and its implications for facility use. This study aims to formulate strategies for local councils to execute the long-term self-management of their community centers.
The study has verified the number of registered households and community centers in each local council or neighborhood association based on information obtained from all the administrative wards in Kawasaki. We then matched the results against regional characteristics to establish a relationship between the scale of the neighborhood associations and the distribution of community centers.
Furthermore, we also conducted on-site research by surveying operation reports and interviewing administrators at each chosen facility in order to clarify their usage, configuration, management, and ownership. By comparing these with the number of registered households, we were able to identify some of the main factors that may encourage facility use.
Our results showed that: 1) usage is influenced more by multi-purpose facility rental to the general public than by local council meetings; 2) rooms larger than a certain size (60 m2) and the presence of an administrative office encourage facility rental; and 3) the facility is better sustained when owned by a third party (foundation). （2016 年 6 月 10 日原稿受理，2016 年 9 月 2 日採用決定）
